
Items from Big Survey that relate to Oakham Town Centre Improvement 
Scheme 

The views of the residents of Oakham and Barleythorpe expressed as a result of the Big Survey 
issued to 5,500 households and businesses must be reflected in the Oakham Town Centre 
Improvement Scheme being proposed by Rutland County Council.  1,592 households and 
businesses of Oakham and Barleythorpe responded to the Big Survey, a 29% response rate. 

The sections of the Big Survey that relate to the Oakham Town Centre Improvement Scheme 
are highlighted below.  The full report has already been sent to the RCC Oakham Town Centre 
Improvement Scheme project team and is available in full at www.oakhamnp.org.uk. 

Methods of Travel - Page 35  

The majority, 1229 (93%), of respondents use a car or van within Oakham/Barleythorpe to visit the 
supermarket, followed by 799 (61%) of respondents who walk.  

The majority, 1197 (91%), of respondents walk to Oakham town centre shops, followed by 710 
(54%) of respondents who use a car or van.  
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Parking - Page 39 

A majority, 767 (52%), of respondents agree that Oakham needs additional long-term pay and 
display car parking.  

A majority, 710 (47%), of respondents agree that Oakham town centre needs a one-way 
system to reduce traffic congestion and potentially enable additional parking. 348 (23%) were 
neutral and 441 (29%) disagree. 

Cycling - Page 45 

The majority, 652 (46%), of respondents indicated that more cycle lanes in and around Oakham 
would encourage them or members of their household to cycle more within Oakham/
Barleythorpe, followed by 510 (38%) of respondents who indicated that a map of cycle lanes and 
improved signage would also help.  

Although 483 (36%) of respondents think that more secure cycle parking would encourage them or 
members of their household to cycle more within Oakham/Barleythorpe, 473 (35%) of respondents 
didn’t think this would.  

In relation to anything else, the key issues amongst respondents included having clean cycle paths 
free from glass, spikes & hedge cuttings that would encourage cycling, and having cycle hire to 
encourage the use of cycling to and from places. 
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Traffic congestion - Page 47- 48 

A majority, 647 (42%), of respondents indicated that they are extremely concerned about traffic 
congestion in relation to passenger and freight trains passing through Oakham's two level 
crossings causing delays to traffic, followed by 524 (35%) of respondents who were extremely 
concerned about access to Oakham town centre and/or medical facilities and homes to the west of 
the town. 

The majority of respondents indicated that all the suggestions could reduce congestion at the 
Melton Road and Brooke Road level crossings. 756 (53%) of respondents favoured yellow chequer 
boxes at the approach to the crossings to stop adjacent road junctions being blocked, closely 
followed by a one-way system in High Street and adjacent roads to reduce traffic flow and having 
electronic signs at the start and middle of High Street, alerting traffic of crossing closure with 
signed alternative routes via the bypass. 

In relation to any other suggestions, some of the key issues amongst respondents included on-
street parking on High Street and the widening of the roads would help to reduce congestion on 
the level crossing. Also, reducing the amount of time barriers are down and a sign to say how long 
the train will take would mean people can switch off their engines.  
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About Oakham Town Centre - Page 65 

The majority, 1027 (71%), of respondents indicated that having a greener street scene (trees /
flowers) would help to improve Oakham town centre as a place to visit, followed by 975 (67%) 
of respondents identifying more and improved public seating.  

A majority, 754 (53%), of respondents did not think that the pedestrianisation of High Street 
would help to improve Oakham town centre as a place to visit.  
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