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Notes from Steering Group Meeting 6 April 2017, 17.00 @ OTC 

Present:  Liz Sanders, Michael Haley, Richard Haynes, Maureen Burns-Jones, John Nowell, 

Paul Dowse, Michael Hinman, Jasmine Hopkins 

1.  Apologies:  Ann Lewis, Christopher Clark, David Salkield 

2.  Minutes of the last meeting: Agreed unanimously with one abstention from Jasmine 

Hopkins due to not being at the meeting, and signed by Liz Sanders. 

3.  Declaration of Pecuniary Interests: None 

4.  Matters arising and actions:   

• Events – All agreed were successful in engaging with the public. 

• RCC questions – Results are back from their Survey.  

ACTION – LS to ensure new resident survey questions and results are saved from RCC for 

use in the Plan 

5.  Engagement with the newly formed Barleythorpe Parish Council 

• Engagement with neighbouring Parish Councils was discussed, with attention for the 

need to adopt best practice while working with Barleythorpe.  It was highlighted that 

RCC determined that Barleythorpe is included in this plan, and that the Steering 

Group needs to seek guidance and direction from Oakham Town Council. 

• As the next phase, after the Survey results have been analysed, is writing the plan, 

there will be a need to talk to different bodies.  Thus, having a representative from 

Barleythorpe Parish Council on the Steering Group was also discussed.  

• Including Barleythorpe in the title of the plan was discussed.  Again, to be referred to 

Oakham Town Council for guidance, as the Steering Group are unsure if the title can 

be changed now that it has been approved by Rutland County Council. It was 

stressed the importance of being actively aware of including Barleythorpe. 

• It was agreed that the Town Council representatives would take all this back to The 

Town Council for guidance. 

ACTION – MH/RH to go to OTC to give us steer on: 

1. how to engage with Barleythorpe Parish Council  

2. having a representative from Barleythorpe Parish Council on Working 

Groups when work starts on the draft Plan 

3. Can the title of the Plan include Barleythorpe. 

6.  Training update 

• Micheal Haley, Richard Haynes and Ann Lewis met with Paul Bywater, an 

Independent Advisor on building and development prior to our training session with 

him.  The intention is to engage with developers after the Survey results are in, and 

all agreed that whilst there is a lot to learn from them, we need to be aware of 

where developers are coming from and what they may be looking for. 
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• May’s meeting will be earmarked to analyse the Survey results, and June’s meeting 

will be dedicated to Visions and Values or speaking to Developers. 

• Social Media – Twitter still up and running and doing well, and still having regular 

hits on the website.  It was noted that we couldn’t get an active Facebook page.  The 

option of having a Neighbourhood Plan Facebook page from the Town Council 

member page was discussed and it was agreed it would go back to them for 

consideration.   

ACTION – Jasmine & Paul to write details of what’s needed for a Facebook for MH/RH 

to take to the Town Council. Still relevant for the next phase of the Plan. 

 

7.  RCC Questions 

None 

8.  AOB 

• Town Centre Meeting at RCC -  RCC are now going ahead with a more detailed 

analysis of the options for the town centre improvements.  It was flagged up that 

the Survey had questions about the town centre and that the results of these 

would be fed back to RCC.  It was felt that the Neighbourhood Plan Survey can 

supply quantifiable evidence.   

• An application was received from Carolyn Acton-Reed to help with the NP -  It 

was felt that Carolyn, with her experience of being the newly appointed Town 

Centre Manager, would be best suited to working in the Town Centre Working 

Group.  It was proposed by John Nowell, seconded by Maureen Burn-Jones and 

unanimously agreed to appoint Carolyn Acton-Reed to the Town Centre Working 

Group. 

ACTION – LS to email Carolyn about next steps 

9. Survey  

1. Liz has given an interview with Rutland Radio and spoken to The Rutland 

Times again about running our PR’s.  Michael Haley had prepared a 

Mayor's statement and passed it to Adam Lowe. 

2. Latest count of returned Surveys stands at 477 returned to the drop 

boxes, 349 had been posted, and 84 have been completed online.  This 

gives a figure of 910 returns, giving a 16% return. 

3. It had been agreed at the meeting held in November 2016 that the 

Steering Group would input the data from all hard copy Surveys to save 

approximately £7,000.  A rota was drawn up in order to keep a track of 

numbers.  All to bring back completed Surveys to our Training session on 

or before 20 April. Emails with further instructions will be sent out.  
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DATES 

14 April – Latest date for collections from drop boxes. 

20 April - Training Session with Paul Bywater, an Independent Consultant on Development. 

4 May - Meeting: Analysis of Survey results. 

18 May - Training Session: ‘Visions and Values’ or more analysis 

1 June – SG Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 


