
Minutes from Steering Group Meeting, 12th. October, 2017 at 17.00 in OTC 

Present: Ann Lewis, Maureen Burns Jones, Paul Dowse, Paul Dadford and Michael Hinman 
(minutes). 

Absent: Michael Haley and David Salkeld. 

1. Apologies: Christopher Clark (chair), John Nowell, Nick Taylor and Peter Goodwin. 
 In Christopher Clark's absence, Maureen Burns Jones proposed and Ann Lewis seconded 
 that Paul Dowse should chair the meeting: this was agreed unanimously. 

2. Declarations of Interest: None. 

3. Minutes of the meeting of 18th. September were agreed. 

4.  Matters Arising 
 (a) MBJ had written both a letter and a Press release publicising the document which P.  
Dowse had compiled which registered our comments upon the local plan in the light of the  
neighbourhood plan survey and had sent them to CC and M. Haley. M. Haley had been  happy with 
the contents and CC had preferred the letter version. However, there was nothing  in this 
week's local newspapers. 
 (b) AL and CC had met with Colin Dunigan who had a form which could be used to apply 
 for money for a heritage assessment. 
 (c) Consultants. Colin Dunigan had opined that it was worth our paying for a consultant to 
 prepare the group's submission. AL had met Adam Partington of the Nottingham-based firm 
 Loca. M. Hinman reported a telephone call which he had had just before the meeting in  
which CC had asked him to tell the group that he had met Kate Hiseman who would now  
prepare a proposal which he would circulate next week, so we should choose between her  and 
Stuart Duckworth; however, he would also e-mail Jo Lee who had been involved with  the 
Langham neighbourhood plan (whose proposal Ms. Hiseman had drawn up) to seek her  views 
about how matters had proceeded there. MBJ registered her disquiet that CC had met  K. 
Hiseman following her earlier lack of interest and proposed that Stuart Duckworth of  Open Plan 
be invited to attend a committee  meeting, preferably the next one even if that  meant 
lengthening it. 
 (d) Developers. AL was asking for names of owners and developers of potential building-
 land; it was believed that the land off Burley Road was owned by Jos Hanbury and the  
Uppingham Road field beyond Spinney Hill by Trevor Wells of Wells Macfarlane. 
 (e) Although Nick Taylor had expressed an interest in attending the Clinical Commissioning 
 Group meeting at 17.00 on 14th. December, it was not known if he would be back in time 
 from Romania; P. Dowse expressed a general interest in attending and AL would check the 
 venue.  Action: AL. 

5. Rutland County Council Responses: None. 

6. Membership of Steering Group: People were pleased that Paul Dadford had joined and 
 apologised for the atypical nature of his first meeting. It was highly disappointing that, for 
 the third time in succession, no councillors were present at a regular steering group  
meeting. 



7. Any Other Business: 
 (a) As CC wanted another group member to accompany him when he spoke to OTC about 
 our activities on 8th. November, P. Dowse agreed to do so. Action: P. Dowse. 
 (b) E-mails. There was general agreement that routine e-mails like apologies for absence 
 should not be circulated to everybody but only to the appropriate members, in that case the 
 chair and secretary. Beyond that, we should use our commonsense in assessing them.  
Action: All. 
 (c) CC had notified M. Hinman that he would be in Dubai from 16th. November to 2nd.  
December. 
 (d) P. Dowse would see CC on Friday, 12th. October about the group's future. Action: P. 
 Dowse. 
 (e) P. Dowse had received an e-mail from Monica Stark of Brooke Road about an inaccuracy 
 in one of the pie-charts in his analysis of the survey-results; he had corrected that. He added 
 that evidential material should go on the website for the inspector's benefit. 

 Date and Place of Next Meeting: 17.00, Monday, 13th. November at Oakham Town  
Council.


