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Ms K Coupe, Editor, 
The Rutland Times, 
Iliffe Media Limited, 
Cherrybolt Road, 
STAMFORD, PE9 2EP 

Dear Ms Coupe, 

I am writing in my capacity as Chair of the Oakham Town Council 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

I think it is helpful to remind readers that we have been working on 
behalf of the community of Oakham and Barleythorpe for the past two 
years. 

Many people will recall that in March 2017, 5,500 Neighbourhood Plan 
Surveys were hand-delivered by volunteers to every household and 
business in Oakham and Barleythorpe.  

The ‘Big Survey’ asked for views on Green Spaces, Housing, 
Businesses, Employment and the Local Economy, Traffic and Transport, 
Heritage, Community Facilities and Services, and Oakham Town Centre. 

We were delighted that nearly 1,600 households and businesses of 
Oakham and Barleythorpe completed the Oakham Neighbourhood Plan 
Big Survey and this equates to a just under a 30% response rate. The 
responses are available in full on our website at www.oakhamnp.co.uk   
These were sent to Rutland County Council Planning in May 2017. 

Since May we have been working to make sure that the views collated 
through the Big Survey are taken account of in the revised Local Plan 
which is being drawn up by Rutland County Council. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group members believe that the 
survey we carried out provides RCC Planning Department with the best 
feedback it could hope for in terms of consultation. 

Christopher Clark, 
Oakham Neighbourhood Plan, 

c/o Oakham Town Council, 
39, High Street, 

OAKHAM, 
Rutland, LE15 6AH
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In our view it is fundamental that the future development of our town 
should be done with the community and not simply imposed on the 
community. The outcomes from the Big Survey provide views from the 
community on many of the Local Plan areas and should be used by 
RCC as a key contribution to their consultation process. 

Yours sincerely 

Christopher Clark 
Christopher Clark 
Chair 

26 September 2017 


