
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Ancillary Meeting, 17.00, 15th. January, 2018 at Oakham 
Town Council 

Present: Christopher Clark (chair), Michael Haley, Paul Dowse, John Nowell, Colin Dunigan, Nick 
Taylor and Michael Hinman (minutes). 

Apologies: Peter Goodwin. 

Absent: David Salkeld. 

Representatives of Open Plan: Steve Kemp and Simone Landucci. 

Oakham Town Council Update 
M. Haley confirmed that the Town Council had agreed to employment of Open Plan as consultants, 
so a letter of intent would be sent and the town clerk would make a grant application, although it 
was not certain that the grant would be received by the end of March; however, more money would 
be available from next year's budget. 

Discussion with Open Plan 
Open Plan expected matters to be well under way by the end of March. Open Plan would examine 
again the work that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group had achieved, analyse it, identify 
evidence-gaps and, with Group members, tease out key themes in each area under consideration. M. 
Haley hoped that, when the populace realised that things were moving again with the plan, some of 
the 70% who had not filled in the survey might respond, which might slant differently the overall 
reaction to various issues. It was noted that the recent controversy about a one-way system in the 
High Street might affect people's views. Recalling his involvement with a public presentation at a 
similar stage to the people of Stamford, C. Dunigan thought that it would be advisable to hold two 
sessions rather than one to cover all the topics. 

The Open Plan representatives said that their options assessment would provide possible policies to 
address different issues. They reiterated that certain issues (such as the frequency that the level 
crossings were shut) were beyond their ambit so as to produce a policy, but they could reproduce 
evidence of what people thought. Public reactions expressed on the website needed to be taken into 
account, as well as what had been written in the free-text boxes in the survey. 

Interest in the plan could be reignited by means of a drop-in event in the form of a community 
workshop held over one day during a weekend and run by the Group. Open Plan would design a 
neighbourhood profile which would show land use and urban layout which would inform design 
priorities which would in their turn inform for example heritage and ecological issues and social 
policies. During such a day, the morning could be devoted to obtaining people's views and the 
afternoon to a walk around the area. The Steering Group could collect data from the day and give it 
to Open Plan for analysis. C. Dunigan gave the consultants a copy of his map which showed 
different districts within the town centre; new development ought to take account of the past and of 
Oakham's character. Open Plan would provide guidelines for the running of such an event. 
Although holding consultations with the public at Tescos had been successful, and the farmers' 
market had been tried, it was thought that a presence at one of the regular Wednesday and Saturday 
markets might prove a useful alternative; there might be funding available to help with that. 



Therefore the Group needed to prepare for a workshop and the consultants would send it guidelines 
by the end of the week. Whilst the Group could go into more detail about housing sites than the 
local plan did, its influence was restricted by having to work in conjunction with the plan, which 
itself would not be defined for another year. Members enlightened the consultants about the extent 
of residents' concern over traffic increases and the possibility of development beyond the bypass. 
Open Plan agreed to revise its timeline.


