
NOTES OF THEMEETING OF THE OAKHAM AND BARLEYTHORPE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 

held on 25th. April, 2019 at the Victoria Hall at 5.00 p.m.. 

Present: Christopher Clark (CC) (chair), John Nowell (JN), Paul Dowse (PD), Nick Taylor (NT), 
Janet Hughes (JH) and Michael Hinman (MH) (minutes).

Apologies: Chris Marsland (CM), Paul Buxton (PB) and Adam Lowe (AL).

In Attendance: Simone Landucci (SL) and John Bayes (JB) of Open Plan.

Minutes: It was agreed that CC shgould sign a copy of the minutes for the meeting of 17th. April, 
2019 and give them to MH.

The meeting had been called to make preparations for the Regulation 14 consultation and associated 
questionnaire to the public. It was established that the definitive versions of the documents at this 
stage were: 
Neighbourhood Plan – Open Plan's latest version (20th. April). 
Neighbourhood Profile – 25th. April version sent by MH to Open Plan.
Green Infrastructure Assessment – 22nd. April version sent by MH to Open Plan (Open Plan to 
check format). 
Important Views - 22nd. April version sent by MH to Open Plan.

Open Plan would put all earlier versions of the documents into a sub-folder on Google Drive. Open 
Plan would on 29th. April make an uncompressed version of the above in pdf format so that CC 
could take it to Quoin Print for printing; a watermark showing the date would be included on the 
footer. There would be six A4 copies and one A3 copy. Online documents would be linked to 
Survey Monkey. 

CC would put A4 posters about the drop-in sessions in the Gaol Street noticeboard, the one outside 
the Library and Barleythorpe's, and in the Library, Victoria Hall and supermarkets. The poster 
would invite people to fill in the questionnaire by smartphone. JH would change the drop-in 
sessions' venues and dates to those shown below. PD would put the poster (whose QR code worked) 
on the website.

Hard copy questionnaires would be available at the Museum, Library and King Centre but, when 
completed, should be left in the letter box in the Victoria Hall foyer (CC would see the clerk about 
having a notice put on the box to draw attention to it) between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. on 
weekdays. The hard copies would encourage people to fill in the questionnaire on line.

Open Plan would organise the returning comments on a spreadsheet; each contributor and response 
would be given a number. If responses on a given subject proved contradictory, Open Plan would 
prepare an aggregate response which the Steering Group would check for fidelity to the comments 
made. Where pubic comments were strongly and consistently at variance with a point made in any 
one of the four documents, the Steering Group would agree changes to it which Open Plan would 
write up for discussion with the Town Council at the Regulation 14 meeting which it was expected 
would now take place on July 10th.. It was observed that, whilst comments from statutory 
authorities in fact carried more weight than those made by individuals, the spreadsheet would not 



skew the responses. NT would send Open Plan and CC a list of 110 statutory and other consultees 
for them to assess. 

CC would send a letter to the Rutland Times well ahead of the first drop-in session and others 
shortly before each of those. Print outs of A3 consultation slides could be affixed to the display 
boards which were kept in the Victoria Hall store room and the Neighbourhood Plan banners would 
be used again. The drop-in sessions would be held, 10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.: 

18th. May – Victoria Hall
25th. May – King Centre
1st. June – Library.

SL would link the slides' Policies to their Objectives. To reduce potential confusion in the minds of 
the public, Cutts Close would be shown in a different shade of green on the appropriate map of 
green infrastructure areas because it was not covered by the plan's provisions but was Oakham's 
premier park. The presentation should explain that its Aspirations were not part of the plan itself. 
The 3G and 4G references in an Aspiration about Astroturf would be removed.

Steering Group members would put hard copy responses on to Survey Monkey which would record 
the time and date of inputting, so inputters should note that on the hard copy for comparison if 
members of the public disputed the findings.

CC would set up a Doodle in order to determine the date of a Steering Group meeting during the 
week beginning 13th. May.


