
Oakham and Barleythorpe Neighbourhood Plan 

Notes of the meeting of the Oakham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held 
on 15 June 2018 at Oakham Town Council.  The meeting started at 5pm. 

Present: Christopher Clark (CC), Paul Dowse (PD), Janet Hughes (JH), Ann Skipworth 
(AS), Nick Taylor (NT), Malcolm Phillips (MP), Colin Dunigan (CD), David Salkeld (DS) and 
Michael Hinman (MH) (minutes). 

CC welcomed JH to the meeting. 

1. Apologies for Absence: Martin Brookes (MB). 

2. Declarations of Interest: None. 

3. Minutes of the Meeting of 10th. May, 2018 were approved – proposed: MP; seconded: 
PD. 

4. Matters Arising 
 There were no matters arising that were not covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

5. Update on Community Walkabout Plans 
> CC explained the idea to AS. 
> Oakham North East – it was arranged immediately after the meeting that this should be 

held on 14 July. 
> Oakham South East – 14 July. 
> Oakham South West – Michael Haley had agreed to cover this zone with CD.  However, as 

Michael was no longer a member of the Steering Group AS agreed to take on this part of 
Oakham.  It was noted that CD was leaving the County Council employment so JH agreed 
to join AS and take on this zone.  

> CD said that Roger Ransome would be the point of contact when he had left.  
> CD passed round a flier which could be used as publicity for all the zones and had a set of 

largescale maps for all the areas. Copies of the maps were also given to the town clerk. 
> Oakham Heights – possibly 26 June. 
> Industrial Area and Oakham School – it was arranged after the meeting that this should be 

held on 30 June or 7 July. 
> Town Centre/Conservation Area – John Nowell having resigned from the Group, CC would 

ask Oakham Town Partnership if someone else from their body would be responsible for 
this zone along with himself. CD offered to draw up a neighbourhood profile for the 
conservation area. 

> CC asked that members give dates to MH as secretary. 
Action:  All 

6. Update on Task and Finish Group (TTG) 
PD reported that, although survey work proceeded, OTC had no survey monkey in place 
yet. The date of the next meeting of the group has been set for 26 June.  DS will attend on 
behalf of the Steering Group in PD’s absence. 

CC reminded members that the meetings were open to the public.    

7. Membership of the Steering Group 
CC had completed and returned the Rutland Youth Council's Request for Consultation 
form covering the reason we wished to have a youth representative on the Group.  He 
would be explaining our position to RYC at their meeting on the 2 July.  
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MB had indicated in an e-mail that Jasmine Hopkins wished to re-join the Steering Group.  
CC had written to MB with the request that he ask Ms Hopkins to contact CC with a view to 
arranging a meeting between CC, PD and Ms Hopkins to pursue her application to take 
part in the work of the Steering Group. 

8. Promoting Our Work 

 On the matter of enlisting local support:- 
  

> CC had written to RPC, Rutland Plastics, Lands’ End, U3A, Rutland Rotary and Lions 
Clubs and the Oakham Allotment Society after a conversation with MB.  

> PD had contacted the Men in Sheds, the Alsthorpe book group and the Oakham Residents 
Association. 

> MP had been in touch with the Barleythorpe allotment group and the Parish Council. 
> MB had written to the Oakham Town Councillors. 
> MH was in the process of enlisting the assistance of the local history society.    
> For other Steering Group members work was in progress.  

CC confirmed that the ‘Community Walkabouts’ were intended to raise people’s interest so 
that what went into the final Neighbourhood Plan would be ‘owned’ by the people of 
Oakham and Barleythorpe. There had, however, been a general lack of response so far 
except in Oakham Heights, where MP expected ten to twelve people to come along.  

Town councillors did know about the walkabouts, but RCC officers were unable to help CD 
with the project.  

In response to a letter from CC the Chairman of the Community and International 
Committees of the Rotary Club of Rutland would present the request at their next business 
meeting for consideration by the members.  MH would do likewise the following day to the 
Rutland Local History and Record Society committee.  

In order to try to gain more local involvement it was agreed that, using DS' gazebo, the 
Group should convene in late June / early July on a market day in the Market Place or on 
a farmers' market day in Gaol Street.  The aim would be to invite people to join the 
walkabouts and/or commit to helping the Group with the later stages of the plan's 
development.  

CC referred to the Open Plan Issues and Options document, a summary of which will be 
attached to these notes, and commented on the fact that there were 8 areas where policy 
recommendations would be needed.  He suggested that group members should look at 7 
specific areas and consider the actions needed to complete this part of the plan as 
follows:- 

> Housing Policy Recommendations – NT 
> Employment Policy Recommendations – Oakham Town Partnership 
> Town Centre Redevelopment Policy Recommendations – PD / TFG 
> Community Facilities Policy Recommendations – CC 
> Environment and Open Spaces Policy Recommendations – DS 
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> Historic Environment Policy Recommendations - MH 

Action: NT, OTP, PD, CC, DS and MH 
Kerry Coupe, the Editor of the Rutland Times, had turned down a request from CC for the 
inclusion of a weekly update about neighbourhood plans.  This was despite the fact that 
there were several in progress in the county.  It was agreed that we should endeavour to 
get a letter in the ‘Your Views’ page every week.  Group members were invited to submit 
letters for publication in that newspaper after circulating them to Steering Group members 
for comment prior to sending them to the Editor. 

9. Any Other Business 
(a) Heritage Submission Paper 
MH had circulated a paper which could be used in the plan. It was thought that elements 
of it could be used in the plan's introduction and as an appendix. It could also be used as a 
basis for the Historic Environment issue and option: as for the other issues and options, 
NT could be responsible for Housing, Oakham Town Partnership's putative Group 
representative for Employment, PD for Town Centre Redevelopment, CC for Community 
Facilities, DS for Environment and Open Spaces and A.N. Other for Promoting Good 
Design. 

(b) Oakham Town Council Meeting 
PD had reviewed the Group's work to OTC and explained to them the difference between 
the Neighbourhood Plan and the Rutland Local Plan. There had been questions about 
expenditure but he had been able to reassure them that we were well within budget. 
Following Group members' electronic support for a quotation for two more days' mapping 
by Open Plan, OTC had agreed unanimously to both the quotation and making the 
additional money available. 
N.B.: At its own 15 June meeting the Steering Group voted unanimously in favour of the 
proposal submitted by Open Plan. 

(c) De Merke Estates 
The Group agreed that NT should ask the firm to send a representative to discuss with it a 
proposal to build housing on the western side of the B640 beyond Barleythorpe hamlet. 

(d) CC and PD would meet with MB about e-mail communication to the whole Group and 
e-mail communication to individuals. 

(e) Most grateful thanks were expressed to CD for his valuable contribution not only as a 
member of the Group but also as the RCC officer who had been most involved. 

(f) Doodle would continue to be used to book meeting dates. 

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting and 18:20 

Signed ………………………………     Date…………………
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