
NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OAKHAM AND BARLEYTHORPE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 

held on 29  August 2018 at the King Centre, Barleythorpe at 5.00 p.m.. 

Present: Christopher Clark (CC) (chair), Nick Taylor (NT), Paul Buxton (PB), Adam Lowe 
(AL), Christopher Marsland (CM), David Banksby (DB), Janet Hughes (JH), Paul Dowse 
(PD) and Michael Hinman (MH). 

In attendance: Guy Longley (Director of Pegasus Planning) and Helen Prangley 
(Davidsons Homes). 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

 CC welcomed everybody to the meeting and those present introduced themselves. 

2. Presentation 

> Guy Longley (GL) and Helen Prangley (HP) explained their general proposal for 
developing the Uppingham Road site due south of Jeakins Weir's Spinney Hill 
estate, in which they were still interested despite the expectation that part of the 
county's quota for new dwellings would be met through redevelopment of the Saint 
George's Barracks site. 

> Background work on landscape and highways would be sent to NT. Davidsons had 
done much work recently in Melbourne in Derbyshire and Market Harborough, with 
other estates at Nottingham Road, Melton Mowbray and at Lutterworth.  

> The number of dwellings on one of their estates ranged upwards from thirty for 
sustainable urban extensions at the entrance to large sites. The firm would take 
interested parties round their building sites and ensured that their designs reflected 
an area's character. 

> GL and HP said that the Uppingham Road development would include a green 
buffer at its southern end and a green corridor to the B641.  

> Although Rutland County Council had estimated 75 houses, they thought that they 
could get ninety on to the site at a density of thirty per hectare. AL defined that the 
relevant council was obliged to maintain the green space, and it was agreed that 
affordable housing would be provided in accordance with the local authority's 
requirements, besides which central government at present said that 10% of new 
builds should be starter homes.  

> Davidsons made similar designs for both affordable and market houses and did 
build bungalows. They would provide lay-bys, garages, and two spaces per two-car 
house and at least three for three-car or more. There would be proper conventional 
pavements except where houses were approached along private drives. A play area 
would be included and the southern buffer might be used for allotments. They were 
ready to keep discussing the scheme with the Steering Group.  

> CC mentioned the Neighbourhood Plan survey's housing preferences and thanked 
GL and HP for coming. 



3. Declarations of Interests 

> None. 

4. Minutes of the meeting of 25 July  

> The minutes were agreed (proposed: AL; seconded: PD). 

5. Response to Rutland County Council Local Plan 

> The government's memorandum of understanding with the county council 
over the Saint George's Barracks site's future had enabled RCC to propose a 
reduction in the number of homes required elsewhere in the county under the 
local plan to the year 2036, but controlled growth was still necessary for 
Oakham's economic good.  

> CM and DB said that Barleythorpe people would prefer to have what had 
been previously designated as a commercial site earmarked instead for the 
erection of 161 houses because domestic housing was preferable to 
factories next to existing houses. The plan still referred to Barleythorpe as a 
small village.  

> The deadline for responses was 24 September. It was agreed that, having 
consulted Barleythorpe parish council, CM and DB would produce a 
response on their settlement's behalf, as NT and JH would do for Oakham, in 
both cases sending them to MH for circulation amongst the Group, which 
should comment on them by 7 September. The final version should be shown 
to the Town Council. 

Action: CM,DB,NT,JH,MH and all. 

6. Update from Open Plan 

> On 30 August CC and PD would travel to Open Plan's Lincoln office to 
discuss as well as expenditure to date the following items:- 

1.    Walkabouts update. 
2.    Progress against Plan and Openplan day effort spent to date. 
3.    New quote for remaining work outside of existing quote- 

o    Mapping 
o    Project management effort 
o    Policy drafting workshop 

4. Town centre walkabout support  
5. Remaining Grants  
6. Dial in / attendance at monthly progress meetings 

> A copy of the notes of the meeting with Simone Landucci and Steve Kemp 
would be circulated to members of the Steering Group. 

Action: CC. 



7. Public Attendance at Steering Group Meetings 

> After some discussion, it was agreed that the issue should be left for the 
moment but that the principle could be reconsidered if circumstances 
changed. 

8. Report on Task & Finish Group 

> PD said that he would put on Google drive documents about parking, footfall 
and access to the town centre.  

> Findings from the T. & F. Group's on-line survey would be presented at its 
next meeting.  

> About half a dozen ordinary members of the public attended. 

9.   Walkabouts 

> This had mostly been completed ans PD asked that all relevant material be 
uploaded onto the Google Drive so that the team at Open Plan could use this 
information to update documents.   

> CC stressed the need to involve as wide a group of local residents as 
possible and was gathering names for South-East Oakham Walkabout on 
September. 

> He would be visiting staff at Harringtion School with the view of involving 
geography students in the community profile work as part of their studies. 

Action: CC.   

10. Promoting the Group's Work 

> CC thanked members for responding to the ‘Doodle’ for the Library event.    
> CC had had a letter published in the Rutland Times promoting the event.   
> Posters had been put in various notice boards in the town and the team at 

the library had posted an item on their social media and the information 
screen in the library.  

> About half a dozen people had engaged CC and MH in lengthy 
conversations during the “surgery” held at the Library over three hours on 
Saturday 25 August.  

> It was thought that two hours (10.00 -12.00) would be sufficient in future and 
a second letter had been sent to the Rutland Times promoting the Saturdays 
events and announcing these time.  

> The walkabout questions might provide topics for discussion. 

11.  General Data Protection Regulations 

> Since the Group was covered as a working group of OTC it was noted that 
what was needed was for PD to give the town clerk access to our GDrive. 

Action: PD. 

12. Terms of Reference 

> CC had circulated an updated copy of the Terms of Reference for the 
Oakham and Barleythorpe Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  This was 



done to acknowledge the contribution of Barleythorpe Parish Council. 

> The motion to accept the revised Terms of Reference was proposed by PD 
and seconded by NT and passed. 

> A copy of the revised Terms of Reference would now be sent to the Town 
Clerk for the Town Council's adoption.  

13. Any Other Business 

> CC requested that all communications to Steering Group members go 
through Michael Hinman.  This would avoid a repetition of the incident when 
information about housing development presentations only went to some 
Steering Group menbers. 

Action: All. 
   
> It was noted that a successor was needed to Colin Dunigan, so CC would 

contact RCC. 
Action: CC.   

14.        Next Meeting 

> The date would be arranged by Doodle. In future, meetings at the King 
Centre would begin at 4.00 p.m. and be held at the King Centre. 

> Members were asked to respond to the Doodle link sent by CC.


