
NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OAKHAM AND BARLEYTHORPE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 

held on 7th. January, 2019 at the Victoria Hall at 3.00 p.m.. 

Present: Christopher Clark (CC) (chair), Adam Lowe (AL), Janet Hughes (JH), Nick Taylor (NT), 
Paul Buxton (PB), Chris Marsland (CM), John Nowell (JN), Michael Hinman (MH) (minutes), Paul 
Dowse (PD) and David Salkeld (DS). 

In Attendance: Simone Landucci (SL) from Openplan. 

Minutes of the Meeting of  20th. December, 2018 
These were approved and signed. 

Draft Plan: Green Spaces Template 
SL had added to the draft the Group's information, which he thought was sufficient to meet the 
inspector's requirements. Two new spaces had been identified off Alsthorpe Road, which brought 
the Oakham total of green spaces and green infrastructure to 23. Three of Barleythorpe's twelve 
spaces (areas 6,7 & 10a) should be regarded as green infrastructure and the rest as green spaces. SL 
thought that allotments could be regarded as green spaces. If the inspector thought that what the 
group had called a green space was not one, it could be transferred to the green infrastructure 
category.  

It was noted that there was a public walkway around Oakham School's playing field north of the 
bypass. CM would check whether the public right of way north of the bypass ran alongside the 
Oakham Canal or was still across fields as hitherto. PD would assess Kilburn Road allotments' 
eligibility as a green space. 

Draft Plan: Views Template 
SL considered that no more needed to be done. 

Draft Plan: Comments 
PD, NT, JH and CM had given MH comments of substance and regarding grammar and 
typographical errors which he handed on to SL for correction of the draft. CC had added text to the 
plan on Google drive. SL could provide a summary for the plan's “The Present” section at the 
appropriate level for the inspector. During the session a reference in the plan's paragraph 4.2.1 to 
“wider” pavements was removed. The text-less heading 5.1.15 was deleted. Text for 5.11.4 could be 
filled in from the Big Survey. It was clarified that policy 5.2a would cover undeveloped land at 
Barleythorpe. CC would amend a list of particular past and present group members to include all 
councillors who had served on it and also note help from the town clerk. 

Process 
AL would tell Oakham Town Council members that the plan would be available for them to read 
from 15th. January so that they would be in a position to sign it off from the 30th. but that they 
should send any comments to the town clerk. The plan would pass to Rutland County Council and 
the Group hold a public drop-in session during the six weeks' consultation period that followed 
January 30th.. The plan had to be sent to utility companies and other bodies specified in the 
Localism Act section 14. Openplan would advertise the plan on line. CC would circulate a Doodle 
in order to obtain a date on which the Group would next meet in early February. 



Other Comments 
SL explained that, in exceptional circumstances, a site might be supported for development despite 
being in the middle of open countryside, but he did not think that that would apply in our case, nor 
did that principle presuppose there being no affordable housing as a matter of course in rural areas. 
It was acknowledged that the plan's recommendations could not override the Local Plan's allocation 
of a housing site. As required under the aforesaid section 14, CC and MH would make a list of 
developers who had spoken to the Group. By January 12th. SL would put the finished document on 
Google drive so that it could be printed off for town councillors.


